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(3) The date of completion of the 
course. 

[49 FR 12641, Mar. 29, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 798, Jan. 7, 1985; 61 FR 20494, May 7, 1996] 

871.208 Rehabilitation facilities. 
The provisions for payment of 

charges to rehabilitation facilities for 
the rehabilitation services provided 
under Chapter 31 are paid in the same 
manner as charges for educational and 
vocational services through contract, 
agreement, or other arrangement. 

871.209 Records and reports. 
Contracts, agreements, or arrange-

ments will provide for the number and 
frequency of reports, adequate finan-
cial records to support payment for 
each trainee and maintenance of at-
tendance and progress records. Such 
records will be preserved for a period of 
three years. 

871.210 Correspondence courses. 
Contracts with institutions for cor-

respondence courses will provide that: 
(a) Major changes in courses or 

course material will not be binding on 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
until such time as a supplemental 
agreement is negotiated to the con-
tract. 

(b) Minor changes in course or course 
material not affecting the length of the 
course or number of lessons and not 
lowering the educational value of the 
course or the quality of the course ma-
terial such as revision of text, the sub-
stitution of a newer lesson for an older 
one, or the substitution of equipment 
of equal or greater value, are permitted 
without supplemental agreements. 
Such minor changes and revisions shall 
be placed on file with the contracting 
officer at the time of the change or re-
vision. 

(c) Trainees be provided with prompt 
and adequate lesson service and, unless 
otherwise specified in the contract, be 
furnished the same texts, lessons serv-
ice, diplomas, and other services as are 
normally provided for regularly en-
rolled nonveteran students. 

(d) All lessons be adequately serviced 
on an individual basis. Grouping of les-
sons, into units or partial servicing 
does not meet this requirement. 

(e) Each lesson must have a separate 
examination adequate in terms of les-
son content. 

(f) The training of persons under a 
Department of Veterans Affairs con-
tract or the fact that the United States 
is utilizing the facilities of the institu-
tion for training veterans shall not be 
used in any way to advertise the insti-
tution. References in the advertising 
media or correspondence of the institu-
tion shall be limited to a list of courses 
under Chapter 31, Title 38, United 
States Code, and shall not be directed 
or pointed specifically to veterans. 

(g) The rates, fees, and charges are 
not in excess of those charged non-
veterans. 

(h) That payment will be made on a 
lesson completed basis in areas for as-
signments sent in by trainees and serv-
iced during a pay period as established 
by the contract. 

(i) Payment will be made only once 
for each lesson even through it is nec-
essary to service a lesson more than 
once. 

871.211 Information concerning cor-
respondence courses. 

Specific questions on correspondence 
courses as to the content of courses, 
academic credit, and entrance require-
ments for courses included in Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs contracts 
may be directed to the institutions of-
fering the courses. 

Subpart 871.3—Education 
Program [Reserved] 

PART 873—SIMPLIFIED ACQUISI-
TION PROCEDURES FOR HEALTH- 
CARE RESOURCES 

Sec. 
873.101 Policy. 
873.102 Definitions. 
873.103 Priority sources. 
873.104 Competition requirements. 
873.105 Acquisition planning. 
873.106 Presolicitation exchanges with in-

dustry. 
873.107 Socioeconomic programs. 
873.108 Publicizing contract actions. 
873.109 General requirements for acquisition 

of health-care resources. 
873.110 Solicitation provisions. 
873.111 Acquisition strategies for health- 

care resources. 
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873.112 Evaluation information. 
873.113 Exchanges with offerors. 
873.114 Best value pool. 
873.115 Proposal revisions. 
873.116 Source selection decision. 
873.117 Award to successful offeror. 
873.118 Debriefings. 

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 8151–8153. 

SOURCE: 68 FR 3469, Jan. 24, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

873.101 Policy. 
The simplified acquisition procedures 

set forth in this Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Acquisition Regulation 
(VAAR) part apply to the acquisition 
of health-care resources consisting of 
commercial services or the use of med-
ical equipment or space. These proce-
dures shall be used in conjunction with 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
(FAR) and other parts of VAAR. How-
ever, when a policy or procedure in 
FAR or another part of VAAR differs 
from the procedures contained in this 
part, this part shall take precedence. 
These procedures contain more flexi-
bility than provided in FAR or else-
where in VAAR. 

873.102 Definitions. 
Commercial service means a service, 

except construction exceeding $2,000 
and architect-engineer services, that is 
offered and sold competitively in the 
commercial marketplace, is performed 
under standard commercial terms and 
conditions, and is procured using firm- 
fixed price contracts. 

Health-care providers includes health- 
care plans and insurers and any organi-
zations, institutions, or other entities 
or individuals who furnish health-care 
resources. 

Health-care resource includes hospital 
care and medical services (as those 
terms are defined in section 1701 of 
title 38 United States Code (U.S.C.), 
any other health-care service, and any 
health-care support or administrative 
resource, including the use of medical 
equipment or space. 

873.103 Priority sources. 
Without regard to FAR 8.001(a)(2), ex-

cept for the acquisition of services 
available from the Committee for Pur-
chase From People Who Are Blind or 
Severely Disabled, pursuant to the Jav-

its-Wagner-O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46–48c) 
and FAR subpart 8.7, there are no pri-
ority sources for the acquisition of 
health-care resources consisting of 
commercial services or the use of med-
ical equipment or space. 

873.104 Competition requirements. 

(a) Without regard to FAR part 6, if 
the health-care resource required is a 
commercial service, the use of medical 
equipment or space, or research, and is 
to be acquired from an institution af-
filiated with the Department in accord-
ance with section 7302 of title 38 U.S.C., 
including medical practice groups and 
other approved entities associated with 
affiliated institutions (entities will be 
approved if determined legally to be as-
sociated with affiliated institutions), 
or from blood banks, organ banks, or 
research centers, the resource may be 
acquired on a sole source basis. 

(b) Acquisition of health-care re-
sources identified in paragraph (a) of 
this section are not required to be pub-
licized as otherwise required by 873.108 
or FAR 5.101. In addition, written jus-
tification, as otherwise set forth in sec-
tion 303(f) of the Federal Property and 
Administration Services Act of 1949 (41 
U.S.C. 253(f)) and FAR part 6, is not re-
quired. 

(c) Without regard to FAR 6.101, if 
the health-care resource required is a 
commercial service or the use of med-
ical equipment or space, and is to be 
acquired from an entity not described 
in paragraph (a) of this section, con-
tracting officers must seek competi-
tion to the maximum extent prac-
ticable and must permit all responsible 
sources, as appropriate under the pro-
visions of this part, to submit a bid, 
proposal or quotation (as appropriate) 
for the resources to be procured and 
provide for the consideration by the 
Department of bids, proposals, or 
quotations so submitted. 

(d) Without regard to FAR 5.101, ac-
quisition of health-care resources iden-
tified in paragraph (c) of this section 
shall be publicized as otherwise re-
quired by 873.108. Moreover, for any 
such acquisition described in paragraph 
(c) of this section to be conducted on a 
sole source basis, the contracting offi-
cer must prepare a justification that 
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